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Statement of the Human Rights Defenders and Promoters  

on the Human Rights Day 

 

 

It has been sixty years since the United Nations and its member states unanimously endorsed the 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights on 10
th

 December, 1948. 

 

In the objectives set out in the Preamble of the United Nations' Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, it is stipulated that, "rights of all members of the human family is the foundation of 

freedom, justice and peace in the world,... disregard and contempt for human rights have resulted 

in barbarous acts which have outraged the conscience of mankind,... it is essential, if man is not 

to be compelled to have recourse, as a last resort, to rebellion against tyranny and oppression, 

that human rights should be protected by the rule of law,... Member States have pledged 

themselves to achieve, in co-operation with the United Nations, the promotion of universal 

respect for and observance of human rights and fundamental freedoms." 

 

Nevertheless, in stark contrast to the aims and pledges contained in the Universal Declaration of 

Human Rights, our country, Burma, which is a Member State of the United Nations, is utterly 

violating human rights in a gravest manner. 

 

In contrary to their aims and objectives, the UN and the Human Rights Council as well have 

failed to successfully prevent human rights abuses. 

 

Human rights violations have been institutionalized and have become a persistent routine in the 

Burmese society under the reign of successive military regimes up to now. We, Human Rights 

Defenders and Promoters, believe that, as long as rights of men and women remain absent, no 

ethnic peoples or citizens from any nation or community could achieve genuine fraternity, peace, 

justice or development. 

 

Hence, today, on the occasion of the sixtieth anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human 

Rights, we solemnly ask the United Nations and the international community to immediately 

formulate a situation whereby human rights are respected and all persons could enjoy human 

rights and to effectively protect the people from human rights abuses. 
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