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EDITORIAL

Now it is timeto move on

After a long and anxious wait, the Constitution
Tribunal yesterday delivered its historic verdicts on 
charges of electoral violations against the Thai Rak 
Thai and Democrat parties as well as three other 
minor political parties. The rulings should be 
accepted by all parties concerned, especially 
hardline loyalists of Thai Rak Thai. The verdicts 
serve as a lesson for unscrupulous politicians that 
they must play by the rules, or face the 
consequences.

Despite all outside pressures, real and perceived, 
and the heavy burden posed by the crucial cases, 
the nine tribunal judges are to be commended for 
having accomplished a difficult task in a 
straightforward and professional manner. There 
should not be any doubt of the tribunal's 
impartiality, given the statement delivered prior to 
the reading of the verdicts, by Panya Thanomrod, 
the tribunal chief and president of the Supreme 
Court, that the tribunal was fully aware of its duty 
and responsibility and of the impact of its 
judgements.

In the event, judgement day passed without any 
untoward incident, for which thanks are due to all 
the political parties concerned and their followers 
for their cooperation in maintaining peace and 
calm. The authorities are to be commended for 
taking the necessary precautions to maintain law 
and order, although they will need to remain on the 
alert over the next few days.

For the Democrats, after months of uncertainty 
about their fate, they were fittingly entitled to 
celebrate the favourable verdict. But their 
celebratory mood is likely to be temporary, as more 
pressing matters lie ahead. The post-verdict future 
is still strewn with obstacles which could develop 
into yet another national crisis.
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Democrat leader Abhisit Vejjajiva could not be more 
correct when he said the tribunal verdicts should 
put an end to all the uncertainties and worries 
which have gripped the nation for months. The 
country, he said, must move on, with all 
stakeholders moving together towards fulfilment of 
the ultimate goal _ the restoration of full 
democracy.

For the Thai Rak Thai, the verdict of guilty is a 
felling blow, with the party being dissolved and its 
entire executive committee banned from engaging 
in any political activity for the next five years. 
Although the full impact of this outcome will 
reverberate and ripple in the days ahead, it is 
absolutely vital that TRT members take this 
outcome in their stride. Acting party leader 
Chaturon Chaisaeng should be praised for his stoic 
demeanour and for his appeal that party followers 
accept the verdict, however shattering, in good 
grace.

The verdict should not be seen as the end of the 
world for the majority of TRT members, who can 
still participate in politics. With millions of 
supporters, they should move on, even without 
their brandname. In politics, there is still life after 
death.

Of all the underlying problems facing the country, 
mutual distrust among the political stakeholders, 
which has resulted in the worst political divide ever 
seen in modern Thai history, seems to be the 
biggest challenge. One common manifestation of 
the widespread distrust with the Council for 
National Security is the rumour, however unlikely, 
of another coup, which should be quashed. For the 
country to move forward and avoid the kind of crisis 
which confronted it last year during the Thaksin 
regime, this atmosphere of mutual distrust must be 
cleared. Mr Abhisit recently floated the idea of 
bringing together five major political stakeholders, 
namely, the government, the CNS, representatives 
of the Constitution Drafting Assembly, leading 
politicians and the Election Commission, in a neutral 
forum to find a common stance on the current 
problems.

In light of several unsettling issues in the draft 
constitution which threaten to kill this supreme law 
of the land even before its promulgation, the idea is 
worth exploring in earnest, with the hope that a 
road map for the country can be produced, leading 
to an election and the restoration of parliamentary 
democracy.

The apparent anti-politician mindset of the CNS also 
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poses another disturbing issue which, hopefully, can 
be thrashed out in this forum.

The country needs to look beyond the tribunal's 
verdicts and move on. And for this to happen 
requires the cooperation of all stakeholders and, 
most importantly, the leadership in government 
must take the initiative.
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